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“Yes, This is What I Want!”  by Pat Serotkin, OFS 

 “Yes, this is what I want.”  These are the words that all of us speak – not once,  

but three times – during the Rite of Profession in response to questioning about our 

ready-and-willingness to live our lives according to the Rule of the Secular Franciscan 

Order.   Recently, my fraternity was blessed to profess our newest member, Meg 

Hough, OFS.  It was a joyous celebration  with fraternity, family, and friends in attend-

ance.  As a member of her formation  team, I was privileged to serve as one of her wit-

nesses during the Rite of Profession.   

 

 In his homily our spiritual assistant and celebrant Fr. Kevin Queally, TOR observed that every 

time our fraternity celebrates a new profession, we remember the day of our own profession.  On that 

day, each of us spoke these words:   

 

I, [N.N.], by the grace of God, renew my Baptismal promises and consecrate myself to the service of his 

Kingdom.  Therefore, in my secular state I promise to live all the days of my life the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the Secular Franciscan Order by observing its rule of life.  May the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and our holy father St. Francis, and the fraternal 

bonds of community always be my help, so that I may reach the goal of perfect Christian love. 

 

 Let’s look more closely to the words highlighted in blue above, especially the last part, which I 

underlined:   I promise to live all the days of my life the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Secular 

Franciscan Order by observing its rule of life.   

 

 Article 21 of the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order states:  On various levels, each fraternity 

is animated and guided by a council and minister who are elected by the professed according to the 

constitutions.  Their service, which lasts for a definite period, is marked by a ready and willing spirit and 

is a duty of responsibility to each member and to the community.  

 

 You may be wondering why I’m focusing on these words from the Rite of Profession and from our 

Rule in this first issue of La Pobrecta in this new year, 2022.  It’s because this is a special year for Lady 

Poverty Region.  In this year, 2022, our region will elect a new Executive Council – and I would like you 

to begin thinking about whether you or someone in your fraternity may be called to serve at this level.   

 Mary Nelson, our regional formation director, and I will be serving as the Nominating Committee 

for our election.  Neither of us will be running for any regional office.  I have served the maximum num-

ber of terms permitted by our Constitutions, and Mary has served as a member of the Council for at 

least ten years.  It is time for us both to “retire” from service at this level.   

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/the-rule-of-the-secular-franciscan-order/
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 Though we do not yet have a date or a venue scheduled for our election, it will happen sometime 

this year.  Within the next couple of months, Mary and I will send out a “call for nominations” and a 

nomination form to all of you.  In the meantime, we ask that you begin to prayerfully discern suitable 

candidates for the offices of: 

• Minister 

• Vice Minister 

• Formation Director 

• Secretary 

• Treasurer 

• Councilor – Cluster of Love 

• Councilor – Cluster of Compassion 

• Councilor – Cluster of Goodness 

• Councilor – Cluster of Perfect Joy 

 The members of the Regional Executive Council who are currently serving in these offices, other 

than Mary and me, are all eligible to be nominated for the same office or for another office.  Please do 

consider nominating them to serve you in the next Council.   

 From my own perspective, having served as a Council member for the past 15 years (yes, 15!) 

first as formation director, then vice minister, and finally as minister – I have found the entire experi-

ence to be an extremely rewarding one.  In that time, I have been blessed to visit many of your fraterni-

ties for visitations and elections and to get to know many of you personally – which I consider to be the 

best part of my “job.”  Yes, fulfilling the responsibilities of the office can be more intense at various 

times of the year – but I have found it to be a true joy to serve you.   

 The responsibilities of the Council and of each officer can be found in our Constitutions, Articles 

49-52 and 62-63, as well as in our Governance Guidelines, Sections IV-V.  Links to both documents can 

be found on the Lady Poverty Region website:  https://ladypovertyregion.org/ If you have served as a 

member of your local fraternity council, you already understand the expectations.  But previous service 

at the local level is not a requirement for serving in a regional office — any professed member can be 

nominated.   

 Let me reassure anyone considering an office that I and all of our outgoing REC members are 

willing to support the new council members by providing them with the essential records of their office, 

as well as advice and assistance as needed.  Finally, I encourage anyone who may be nominated for a 

regional office to respond:  

“Yes, This is What I Want!”  

"Be Strong, Take Courage, All You Who Hope in the Lord" - Psalm 31:25 

2021-2022 OFS-USA Theme 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_Dec-updated-Translation_OFS-General-Constitutions-s1469.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5669/documents/2019/4/GovernanceGuidelines_REV3.2019.pdf
https://ladypovertyregion.org/
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Formation, Formation ,Formation and Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation 

January 2022 

 
By Mary Nelson, OFS Regional Formation Director and newly appointed  

Justice/Peace/Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Animator 

 

Christmas greetings, good people!  

 

Since I am wearing two hats this year, as regional formation director and JPIC animator, this newsletter 

article will serve both!  As your JPIC animator, my task is to inform and inspire you, to follow the words of 

Micah to “act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with God.”      

                                                                       

From our Rule, Articles 19 and 15 are especially pertinent:  

Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be build up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of 

unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seen in everyone 

and in the transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they 

should strive to bring joy and hope to others. (Article 19) 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their hu-

man lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field of public life, they should make definite 

choice in harmony with their faith. (Article 15.) 

 

And from our JPIC Handbook: 

The mission of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation is to assist the professed Secular Franciscans as 

they reflect on their relationship with God as manifested in the fruits of conversion in their lives. This 

with special regard to the daily choices made in the areas of justice, peace-making and respect for all 

created things and people; as brothers and sisters of penance, bringing life to the Gospel and the Gos-

pel to Life. 

 

“Inspired by the Gospel, Catholic Social Justice is a call to radical discipleship!” At our Summer Seminar 

in Loretto in August 2021, Fr. Christopher Panagoplos and David Seitz encouraged Secular Franciscans 

to use prayer, reflection, and dialogue as an integral part of formation, and then to implement the princi-

ples of Catholic Social Teaching and our Rule. Over the years, our fraternities’ response to the call of 

“Two Feet of Love in Action: Charitable Works and Social Justice” is noteworthy. (See the graphic on the 

last page.) Faced with so many issues, so many needs, so much work to do, fraternities in our region car-

ry this directive to address inequities, confront injustice, and practice our faith, and they do it quietly and 

without fanfare. Working for peace and justice to bring the reign of God, (which is a dynamic event, not a 

place!), is the responsibility of each of us, each in our own way. We each have our causes, our passions, 

our favorite charities and organizations that we support. Our Franciscan Rule calls us to conversion of 

heart and hands, and the responsibility to bring about social change through our manner of Gospel liv-

ing. Pope Francis certainly made this abundantly clear in his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, with the example of 

the Good Samaritan! 
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So, inspired by St. Francis, how do we respond to the “signs of the times,” and open our eyes, our hearts, 

and our hands to love our neighbors?  How can we Franciscans bring the reign of God here and now to a 

troubled world?  How can we make concrete action choices, individually and as a fraternity, to be leaven, 

salt, and light?  

 

In future newsletters and on our regional website, I would like to highlight the apostolates and “good 

works” of our local fraternities in living out our Gospel calling. Covid restrictions have interrupted many of 

our in-person programs, but members have told me that they hope to resume those apostolates. We 

would love to hear what your fraternity does in service to fulfill God’s call to us to “rebuild his Church,” so 

please drop me an email at marytodpt@gmail.com 

 

 January is “Sanctity of Life” month, and several of our fraternities have made this their primary focus in 

various apostolates. One of the biggest events in the US, of course, is the March for Life in Washington, 

DC, this year on January 21 with the theme: “Equality Begins in the Womb.” Members of Immaculate 

Heart of Mary fraternity have been making that annual March for years, as well as providing public wit-

ness with Pro-Life Lifeline to pray the Rosary, and collecting diapers, food, and hygiene items for Mary’s 

House in Pittsburgh. St Alphonsus fraternity held diaper drives and baby showers for young mothers who 

needed basic baby supplies. A member of Holy Cross fraternity, no longer able to attend regular gather-

ings due to health, still contributes by crocheting baby clothes for the local pregnancy center. Mary Queen 

of Angels fraternity witnesses by holding an annual Respect for Life Prayer Chain on a busy thoroughfare 

in Altoona, as well as supporting an area organization supplying baby items and diapers.  

 

There are many more Pro-Life activities that our Secular Franciscans support, as individuals and as com-

mon apostolates in our fraternities. Wondering what we can do in our current Covid confinement?  Identi-

fying yourself as a Secular Franciscan when you contact your legislators carries a lot of impact. Starting 

January 19, the USCCB encourages a nine-day novena for the Protection of Human Life, which can be ac-

cessed at www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life/ It has wonderful prayers, reflections, and suggested ac-

tions.    

 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of life.                                                                                                           

Help us to cherish and protect this gift,                                                                                                                                              

even in the midst of fear, pain, and suffering.                                                                                                                   

Give us love for all people, especially the most vulnerable,                                                                                                

and help us bear witness to the truth that every life is worth living 

Grant us the humility to accept help when we are in need,                                                                                                  

and teach us to be merciful to all.                                                                                                                                        

Through our words and actions,                                                                                                                                    

may others encounter the outstretched hands of Your mercy.                                                                                           

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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And finally, please read the entire (it’s short!) address of Pope Francis to the Secular Franciscans at our 

International General Chapter on November 15, 2021. 

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/2021/11/20/pope-francis-addresses-secular-franciscans/   

You can also click directly on the link on our National webpage.   Here is just a part of it, but it speaks to 

directly to our hearts and hands:  

 

With this Franciscan and secular identity of yours, you are part of 

the outbound Church…….And may you be men and women of 

hope, committed to living it and also to “organizing” it, translating 

it into real everyday situations, in human relations, in social and 

political engagement; nurturing hope in tomorrow by alleviating 

the pain of today……men and women who fight for justice, and 

who work for an integral ecology, collaborating in missionary pro-

jects and making yourselves artisans of peace and witnesses to 

the Beatitudes. 

 

 

New Zoom Invitiation 
Formation Friday: Sunday edition!  

 

Have you or your fraternity benefitted from reflection on the Formation Friday emails? Are you interested 

in a deeper dive into a topic? We will be starting our Formation Friday: Sunday edition Zoom discussions 

on January 16, 2022 at 7 PM. This month the discussion will be based on the December 24, 

2021 topic: Why did the Word become flesh, why the Incarnation? You can access it here, but it will also 

be emailed out the week before, with the zoom link:  https://www.dmf-ofs.org/formation-friday-

december-2021#FF2021DEC24 

So please mark your calendars to join us on the THIRD Sunday of each month at 7 PM. Par-

ticipate as you can: each week stands on its own! There is no commitment. Each session will last an 

hour. An invitation and the specific topic and readings will be emailed to all our regional members by our 

regional secretary at the beginning of the month. Remember that you can access ALL the Formation Fri-

day emails at https://www.dmf-ofs.org/ You can also use them for personal or fraternity formation. A 

special thank-you to Divine Mercy fraternity in Vero Beach Florida for compiling them in one source. 
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THANK YOU, LORD, FOR THINGS YET POSSIBLE—by Ted Loder 

Thank you, Lord,   for work which engages me in an internal debate between right and reward, and 
stretches me toward responsibility to those who pay for my work, and those who cannot pay be-
cause they have no work— 

for justice which repairs the devastation of poverty; 
for liberty which extends to the captives of violence; 
for healing which binds up the broken bodied and the broken hearted; 
for bread broken for all the hungry of earth; 
for good news of love which is stronger than death; and 
for peace for all who sit under fig trees and not be afraid; 
for my calling…my life 

AT THIS TIME-by Fr. Christopher Panagoplos, TOR 

 
 If Jesus could transform common water into wedding wine, spit and 

dirt into new sight, troubled sea into a pathway, well water into living water, 

could Jesus transform the waters of my life—shallow, murky, polluted, stag-

nant, sour—into a shower of blessing?  (Tom Lane) 

 

My spirit hungers for Your love, O Divine Maker of hearts, for the taste 

of Your joy and the fragrance of Your peace.  May this time of prayer fill me with the whisper of 

Your presence, and let me feel the touch of Your hand upon my heart.  How I long for the depth of 

Your love, to know Your quiet constancy, the feast of Your friendship that feeds me without end.  

Oh, how my soul longs for you.  You elude all names we give You, and dwell beyond the grasp of 

brilliant minds.  Your essence pulses within every atom yet extends beyond the far frontiers of 

space, unscanned by the strongest telescopes.  Awaken me to Your presence, now, this moment, 

in my heart.  (Edward Hays)   

 

Our world seems to have gone mad with division of all sorts, mass shootings are headlined, 

breaking news is breaking our hearts and our spirits; even weather-related events reveal wide-

spread destruction.  Obligations fill our days to the max; we are stretched beyond our limits.  Wa-

tering the garden of our soul requires daily attention; we’re too wound up to stop, to make time to 

rest and relax.   

We see the distractions of this world incorrectly, as our enemy!  We all agree the distrac-

tions of this year and a half have been particularly intense ones.  We struggle to manage life under 

a pandemic, worrying about both our individual health and the health of our country.  Our youth 

need help in their remote schooling; our parents are ill; our homes and offices and gathering plac-

es need sanitizing.  Who among us hasn’t longed for peace and quiet. 

But love calls us to the things of this world.  It means loving attention to those around us, 

that our primary vocation in life is to love one another, and that we are called to that love by our 

distractions.   
 



On Sunday 5 December 2021 members of the Fraternity gathered to 

elect new leadership for the fraternity.  Expressions of gratitude were 

spoken of the previous Council who have served the fraternity these 

past three years.  Congratulations were extended to the new mem-

bers of the Council:  

Minister:  Guido Santella, O.F.S. 

Vice Minister: Mary Lou Ray, O.F.S. 

Secretary: Kathi Saller, O.F.S. 

Treasurer: Debbie Santella, O.F.S. 

Formation: Mike Laratonda,O.F.S. 

Councilor: Mary Rita Stoltz, O.F.S. 

Photo: L-R:  Debbie Santella, Guido Santella, Kathi Saller, Mike La-

ratonda, and in the background Fr. Christopher Panagoplos, TOR, 

spiritual assistant. 
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ELECTION: Stigmata 

TEMPORARY PROFESSION: Sts. Louis & Elizabeth 
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Election held on 10/18/2021 

Minister:  Denise McCarthy 

V. Minister:  Lynn Guerra 

Secretary:  Chrissie Yeschke 

Treasurer:  Pam Sybo 

ELECTION: Mary, Queen of Angels 

 

David Darious made his Tem-

porary Profession on Septem-

ber 23, 2021 in Sts. Louis & 

Elizabeth Fraternity. 
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SAN DAMIANO FRATERNITY FRIENDS PROFESS TOGETHER 

By Paula A. Smith, OFS 

 

I grew up in Butler County and during my childhood I spent a large 

amount of time helping on my grandfather’s farm. This was im-

portant in helping me learn the value of hard work and feeling con-

nected to God and the earth. My family was an active part of St. 

Joseph Parish in North Oakland, Pa. Our priest, Capuchin Francis-

can Father DePaul Ripko, was a friend of our family and was my 

first exposure to Franciscan spirituality. Franciscan Sister Zita 

Green was our director of religious education and a member of the 

Sisters of St. Francis of Millvale. It was through these relationships 

that I began my Franciscan journey.  

  

I joined the Sisters of St. Francis and spent over eight years living, 

working and praying with them.  I made my temporary vows and 

renewed them before asking to leave the community.  Leaving the 

community was the hardest decision I made. I was blessed by the 

time I spent with the sisters and stayed in New York to finish my 

bachelor’s degree at Canisius College in Buffalo. I moved back 

home and met my wonderful husband, Eddie.  

 

It was very important for me to find a husband that shared my faith. At World Family Day in Philadel-

phia I met some Secular Franciscans who had a booth there. I felt welcome immediately. I was enliv-

ened by this amazing group of Franciscans and their commitment to come together, share and sup-

port one another. I was so excited I called Erin Zeigler and told her about it and how it was part of 

what I truly had been missing. Erin attended the third meeting with me. I am so grateful to have found 

San Damiano Fraternity and to be a part of it.  

  

Eddie and I are the parents of two amazing little boys, Xavier, 5, and Anthony, 3.  Both of our sons 

have already attended their first Franciscan retreat and as they get older I look forward to continuing 

to share Franciscan values with them.  I am truly blessed to be a full-time mom. This role was beyond 

what I could have dreamed and something I truly had left at the altar when I joined the Sisters. It is 

amazing the ways God calls us to journey with him. 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on pg. 14 

Kimberly and Eddie Yakelis with Xavier 
and Anthony. 
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SAN DAMIANO FRATERNITY FRIENDS PROFESS TOGETHER 

By Paula A. Smith, OFS 

Erin is the daughter of Leslie and Bill Sparks and was born on January 22, 

1986. She was a member of Saint Sebastian parish in Ross Township as a child 

and attended school there. Erin graduated from North Catholic High School in 

2004. From 2004-2006 she lived in the Discernment House, Clare House, with 

the Sisters of Saint Francis of Millvale. In 2006, Erin’s future husband, Andy, 

returned to Pennsylvania from Fort Benning, Georgia. Erin’s prayer allowed her 

to see that she was not called to live her life as a sister, but as a married wom-

an. Erin graduated from Carlow University in 2008 and she and Andy were mar-

ried on October 15, 2011. Erin and Andy have two babies who live in heaven, 

Max and Grace. They also have two dogs Lola and Toby (both age 3).  Erin en-

joys spending time with her family and friends (in a special way her niece, neph-

ew, and godchildren) and also running and reading.  

 

Erin has taught at Divine Mercy Academy (formerly Saint Bernadette School) in 

Monroeville since 2010. In 2017, Erin is a member of San Damiano Fraternity. 

She was so excited to make her final profession and continues to grow in her 

relationship with God while following the Franciscan Rule.                

Profession ceremony included (L to R) Joseph Mediate, minister, 
Martha O’Connor, witness, Kim, Erin, Mary Harris, witness, and 
Fr. Mark Carter, OFM, Cap. 

Kim and Erin admire their cake at the reception after the 
ceremony.  

Erin Zeigler, OFS 
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Obituaries 

Josephine “Josie” Filiaggi, OFS went to be with the Lord on September 15, 

2021 at the age of 90.  She was born on Thursday, January 22, 1931 in Un-

iontown, PA, daughter of Frank and Mary (Salapa) DeFrank.  

“Josie” was preceded in death by her parents and husband James V. Fili-

aggi. 

She was a member of  St. Therese de Lisieux Roman Catholic Church, St 

Therese Altar Society, St. Therese Choir, she was a Eucharistic Minister, a 

member of the Catholic Daughters of America, St Mary's Golden Group, Christian Mother's of 

St. Joseph Church, Franciscan Friars Prayer Group  and the Catholic War Veterans ladies 

auxiliary #1669.  Josie was a member of St. Anthony Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan 

Order, in Uniontown. 

Left to cherish her memory is her daughter, Debbie and her husband Don, grandsons Sean, 

Troy, 4 great grandsons and several nieces and several nephews. 

Gertrude L. Shirilla, OFS, age 94 of New Salem, PA passed away 

peacefully on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at her home with her family by 

her side. She was born on January 13, 1927 in Newboro, PA to the 

late Walter and Helen Molek Sheroke. She was a member of St. 

Mary Assumption Byzantine Catholic Church where she was the can-

tor for over 40 years and lead the rosary for over 50 years. Gertrude 

was a volunteer at Mount St. Macrina since she was 26 years old 

and a member of the 3rd Order of St. Francis (SFO) for 50 years. 

Gertrude was predeceased by her husband, Joseph Shirilla, brother, 

Richard Sheroke, sisters, Helen Ondrish and Elizabeth Sheroke. She 

is survived by four children, Gregory Shirilla and wife Kimberly, Mary 

Tiberi and husband Joseph, Helene Biller and husband Francis, 

Christina Simmons and husband Robert; seven grandchildren, Amy 

Dixon, Nicole Savage, Zachary Shirilla, Nicholas Tiberi, David Tiberi, Stephanie Roberts, and 

Joshua Simmons; six great grandchildren, Aidan, Ethan, Clara and Norah Dixon, Henry Tiberi, 

and Brantley Savage; brothers, Walter and Theodore Sheroke.  
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Obituaries 

Rose Ann (Idzojtic) Surowiec, OFS - 90, peacefully passed away on Wednes-

day, October 13, 2021.Rose was the daughter of the late Valent and Cathe-

rine Ecomovic Idzojtic. Rose was a devoted lifelong member of Our Lady of 

Peace Church in Conway serving in many roles for which she received the Fa-

ther Marcus O'Brien Service Award in 2007. Rose was also active in the Al-

verno Fraternity - Secular Fransiscan Order. Rose's contributions spanned 

many decades during which she was a CCD Teacher, Christian Mother acting 

as president numerous times, Extra Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 

organized rummage sales, God's Housekeeper cleaning church, laundered alter linens accord-

ing to Canon Law, worked every fish fry & spaghetti dinner, sang in the Resurrection Choir, 

helped with Bingo Lunches at Nursing home, hand-made countless Boo-Bear Babies for new-

borns at their baptism. Rose was also a life member of Croatian Lodge #540 in Conway. When 

this didn't keep Rose busy enough, she loved to fish, go camping sew, cook and bake her fa-

mous nutrolls. In addition to her parents, Rose was recently preceded in death by her husband 

of 68 years, John Surowiec, five brothers; George, Mike, Nick, Charles and Louis Idzojtic; two 

sisters, Pauline Swanson and Margaret Protenic. Surviving are sons, John Surowiec of Conway, 

Donald Surowiec of Oceanside CA and Alan Surowiec (Paul Hoffman) of Ambridge, three grand-

children; Ashley Hull, Rachel Miller and Shawn Surowiec, five great grandchildren and many, 

many neices and nephews.  

Camilla J. Palazzi, OFS, 88, of Altoona, died Monday afternoon October 18, 

2021, at UPMC Altoona.  She was born December 18, 1932, in Altoona, a 

daughter of the late Angelo and Fenisia (Rossetti) Pacifico. On April 14, 1951, 

she married Enrico G. “Rego” Palazzi at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic 

Church, Altoona. He preceded her in death on April 2, 2000. 

       Surviving are two children, son David J. Palazzi (Deb) and daughter Paula 

M. Palazzi (Frank) all of Altoona; three grandchildren: Brianna, Alex (Sarah), and 

Caitlyn; one great-grandson: Dominic; and numerous extended family members. 

        She was preceded in death by five siblings: Elizabeth Panagoplos and Al-

fred, Dante, Ralph, and Leonard Pacifico. 

        Camilla was a 1950 graduate of Altoona High School and was a member of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Catholic Church.  She retired as a pattern inspector for Butterick in 1994 after 

more than 30 years’ service. 

         Camilla enjoyed spending time with family, cooking, gardening, and was active with the an-

nual church festivals. She was a member of the Altar Rosary Society and was a member of Mary, 

Queen of the Angels Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order. 
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Obituaries 

Marie M. Reilly, OFS, a lifelong resident of Sharon, who lived inde-

pendently until June, entered into eternal rest on October 31, 2021, due 

to complications from Covid-19. She was 91. 

Ms. Reilly was born September 22, 1930, in Hermitage, a daughter of 

the late Eugene M. and Marie M. (Burke) Reilly. She attended the former 

St. Joseph’s Parochial Grade School and was a 1949 graduate of Sharon 

High School. 

She was employed for more than 42 years at independent grocery stores 

in Sharon, including the former DeCapua’s Food Market and Ron’s Gold-

en Dawn. 

Marie was a longtime member of what became St. Stanislaus Kostka Holy Trinity Church in Sha-

ron, which merged with St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Sharon, in 2017. She was an active partic-

ipant in service to her parish family for years. She was a professed member of Holy Spirit Frater-

nity, Secular Franciscan Order, since it was established in 1984. 

Marie was artistic and enjoyed making crafts. She had a love for cardinals, chocolate, Pitts-

burgh sports teams and the Notre Dame Fighting Irish football team. She also cherished spend-

ing time with her family and friends. 

She is survived by a sister, Elizabeth “Betty” Curry, wife of Roland, Sharon; a Godson/nephew, 

Patrick, Norfolk, VA; three nieces, Kim, wife of Harry Pelles, Hermitage; Cheryl, wife of Ted Popo-

vitch, Sharon; and Julie, wife of Richard Barsom, Galway, NY; and a great niece, Cassandra Eliz-

abeth Telega, Sharon. 

In addition to her parents, Marie was preceded in death by three sisters, Jean Baltuz, Patricia 

Reilly and Barbara Reilly. 

Dolores Rose Toth, OFS, Maple Drive, Hermitage, passed away at her resi-

dence Dec. 16, 2021. She was 94. 

She was born in Farrell March 5, 1927, to Frank and Kathryn Banish 

Steibly. 

She married Andrew Toth, who preceded her in death. 

Dolores was a teacher for 38 years in Hermitage and was a member of 

Church of the Good Shepherd and its Altar Rosary Society.  Dorothy was 

also a Secular Franciscan member of Holy Spirit Fraternity. 

Survivors include a daughter, Denise Jeanne (Thomas) Armentrout, Mon-

rovia, Md.; and a son, Clifford A. Toth, Shenango Township; a sister, Mary 

Lou D'Amico, Florida; four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

Dolores is preceded in death by a brother, Gerald, and two sisters, Lois Yukich and Kathryn 

Hughes. 




